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INTRODUCTION
This case study report focuses on “worst case” scenarios for release of toxic chemicals in
San Bernardino. The report addresses a series of ten questions (Fig. 1) that draw out local
details in a manner that encourages comparison with other places. The research has been
done quickly (within the constraints of a quarter-long undergraduate class) so is limited to
and points to the need for further research and community engagement. The goal is to
help build both a body of research on environmental injustice and a network of
researchers ready to help conceptualize and implement next-generation environmental
protections.

ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE
CASE STUDY FRAMEWORK
1.

What is the setting of this case? What are its assets?

2.

What environmental health threats (from explosions, everyday pollution, climate change, etc )
are there in this setting?

3.

What intersecting factors -- social, cultural, political, technological, ecological -- contribute to
environmental health vulnerability and injustice in this setting?

4.

Who are stakeholders, what are their characteristics, and what are their perceptions of the
problems?

5.

What have different stakeholder groups done (or not done) in response to the problems in this
case?

6.

How have environmental problems in this setting been reported by media, environmental groups,
companies and government agencies?

7.

What local actions would reduce environmental vulnerability and injustice in this setting?

8.

What extra-local actions (at state, national or international levels) would reduce environmental
vulnerability and injustice in this setting and similar settings?

9.

What kinds of data and research would be useful in efforts to characterize and address
environmental threats in this setting and similar settings?
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10. What, in your view, is ethically wrong or unjust in this case?

Figure 1. This is the analytic framework that guided research for this case study.
In environmental policy, a “worst case scenario” refers to the potential for catastrophic,
fast, often explosive disaster at industrial facilities that handle more than a certain
(“threshold”) amount of extremely hazardous substances. Provisions of the US Clean Air
Act require companies to submit worst case scenarios for their facilities to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The information provided isn’t fully online
because of concerns that it could be useful to terrorists. This makes it particularly
important that researchers, residents, workers, media, local officials and emergency
managers work together to ensure that risks are understood, managed and continually
reduced.
In this research, “worse case scenarios” are considered “fast disasters” to contrast them
with the “slow disaster” of everyday pollution. It needs to be emphasized however, that
even though fast disasters erupt in a dramatic way – often with an explosion or gas cloud
that requires an emergency response -- this doesn’t mean that fast disasters occur
suddenly. Investigations have shown that all fast disasters have a deep backstory: they
were years in the making. These backstories need to be documented to understand where
things went wrong and where changes could prevent future disasters.
A 2014 report by the Center for Effective Government mapped the proximity of high-risk
chemical facilities in California to schools and found that 49 percent of P-12 students
attend a school within the vulnerability zone of a high risk chemical facility (Center for
Effective Government 2014).
This report focuses on San Bernardino County, the native homelands of the Serrano’s.
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Figure 2. San Bernardino is a part of the Inland Empire in Southern California and has a
population of 2,121,220 people, most of which are Latino.
(Screenshot taken by Grace Owen, October 14, 2021.
https://www.mapsofworld.com/usa/states/california/california-county-map.html)

Figure 3. The Native Lands digital map provides a view of San Bernardino County’s City
of Redlands on Cahuilla, Kizh, Yuhaviatam and Tongva homelands. The indigenoius
people of these lands are referred to as The Serranos. The Serrano historically lived in
the San Bernardino Mountains and other Transverse Ranges, and in the southern
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Mojave Desert, within Southern California.
(Screenshot taken by Samantha Rodarte, October 14, 2021. https://native-land.ca/)

1. COMMUNITY ASSETS
& SETTING
The Beauty of San Bernardino County
By: Brianna Duarte

Figure 4. This image is of the San Bernardino mountains facing the Pacific Ocean. In the
image we see that there is a lot of air pollution in the valley, and data shows that San
Bernardino has the worst ozone pollution in the nation. This is due to the increased
frequency of warehouses and diesel traffic.
(Image found by Xinyuan Ye, October 14, 2021.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:San_Bernardino_Valley.jpg)
San Bernardino County has many assets that are willing to help in any fast disaster.
For instance, the environmental organization named the San Bernardino health coalition
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has been around since 1980, this organization has created opportunities for citizen
participation in environmental health governance and community improvement. It also
has helped identify and push for public policies that protect and support low-income
communities of color in the San Diego/Tijuana region. Not only are there organizations
that are physically willing to help but also news organizations that help San Bernardino
County by informing people of future or potential hazards heading their way. They almost
always have news about any power plant explosions or any gas leaks that are in the area.
This warns people and allows them to prepare beforehand to have any supplies that they
need to be safe and get through these fast disasters that happen in an instant.

Figure 5. In the 2020 presidential election, San Bernardino voted Democrat, with 54%
votes for Joe Biden, and 43% votes for Donald Trump. This could be largely due to the
high number of ethnic minorities living in the country.
(Screenshot taken by Xinyaun Ye, October 14, 2021.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_United_States_presidential_election_in_California)
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2. FAST DISASTER &
OTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL
THREATS
Dangerous Power Plants and Extreme Weather
By: Brianna Duarte
In San Bernardino County there are many environmental hazards. One of the firsts
being the silent killing power plants. According to an official power plant website which
shows the different kinds of power plants in different areas. There are power plants
located in San Bernardino County that are both coal fire as well as oil fired based. Meaning
the people who live around these power plants breathe in the chemicals that are released
into the air everyday. Not only does this force people to smell weird smells but they have
to suffer the long term effects of consuming these toxins. They have to deal with health
problems such as breathing and skin conditions. There are also two dangerous pipelines
that go through San Bernardino county and these are the LNG plant and the breakout
tanks. They are also a danger to San Bernardino county because of the simple fact that
they can have gas leaks that can eventually be harmful to whoever is present in the event.
San Bernardino county has had a horrible transportation disaster that was named the San
Bernardino Train disaster, this event was a day that had two horrible events occur. They
had a train derailment on May 25, 1989. Not only was there this Train derailment but also
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the failure of the calnev pipeline that had petroleum which was damaged by the earth
moving equipment when the clean up was taking place. All of these factors are important
to the environmental hazards of San Bernardino County because people must look into
their county and discover all of the risks that they are taking when moving into places that
have factories and other things that can potentially lead to long term health problems and
even affect their descendants' futures.

SELECT RMP FACILITIES IN THE COUNTY

Figure 6. RMP facilities in San Bernardino County and where they are with proximities
to various elementary schools. RMP stands for Risk Management Plan so these facilities
help the community with preparing for risks and hazards by natural disasters or plant
fast disasters.
(Chart made by Eddie Hernandez-Reyes, October 14, 2020)
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Figure 7. This map shows the Amazon warehouse facility in San Bernardino. The map is
from Oct. 14, 2021
(Screenshot taken by Jaejoon Shim, October 14, 2021.
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Amazon+Warehouse,+1910+E+Central+Ave,+Sa
n+Bernardino,+CA+92408/@34.088466,-117.2480517,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4
!1s0x80dcab40f3ea4859:0x37d63d8c15abc6df!8m2!3d34.088466!4d-117.2458577?
hl=en)
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Figure 8. This chart presents detailed information about San Bernardino’s
environmental indicators with population percentile information about various
indicators.
(Screenshot taken by Jaejoon Shim, October 14, 2021.
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/)

Figure 9. This visualization uses two EJScreen maps for San Bernardino, CA to compare,
RMP proximity (left) and ratio of income to poverty level (right). The comparison
indicates that many poor households are located close to RMP facilities.
(Screenshot taken by Eddie Hernandez-Reyes, October 14, 2021.
https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/comparemapper.html)
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Figure 10. This water treatment facility located in Etiwanda, CA helps process water to
go out to the residents of San Bernardino, CA.
(Image found by Andrea Monzon-Calderon, October 14, 2021.
https://rtk.rjifuture.org/rmp/facility/100000056084)

RMP FACILITY PHOTO

Figure 11. The facility project was first started in 2011. The facility generates enough
power to serve up to 54,000 households, and reduces the CO2 by 355,000t per year.
Pacific Gas & Electric purchased the facility of its power generated for a contract of 25
years with Abengoa Solar. The project is supposed to help the state economically and
environmentally.
(Image found by Frank Liu, October 14, 2021.
https://www.power-technology.com/projects/mojave-solar-thermal-power-california-u
s/)
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Figure 12. San Bernardino has a high chance for an earthquake to strike the area. With a
75% likelihood of one or more m7.0 quakes, this causes the surrounding water, electric,
sewer, and communication facilities within San Bernardino to be in contact with possible
damages.
(Screenshot taken by Frank Liu, October 14, 2021.
https://www.earthquakeauthority.com/California-Earthquake-Risk/Faults-By-County)
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3. COMPOUND
VULNERABILITIES
Why is San Bernardino Vulnerable?
By: Eddie Hernandez-Reyes
Many contributing factors lend to the environmental health vulnerability and injustice,
such as geographical location, the logistics industry, and outside sources, like the San
Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, being no help and not having the interests of the
communities as their priority.
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Figure 13. San Bernardino county has healthier community conditions than 25% of
other California counties.
(Screenshot taken by Samantha Rodarte, October 14, 2021.
https://map.healthyplacesindex.org)
The low air quality cannot be solely blamed on the logistics industry. San Bernardino is
home to mostly clear skies and sunny days. These conditions allow a dangerous air
pollutant referred to as smog, to form and then get trapped near the ground by the
surrounding mountain range. Many of the coastal cities have benefited from emissions
regulations but because of the uneven distribution of sources, the inland cities continue to
have poor air quality.

Figure 14. In San Bernardino County, about 29% of census tracts are hard-to-count. The
percentage of African-American, Latinos, and Native Americans are considered
hard-to-count communities. They are less likely to respond to census forms. Young
children are also often excluded from the census.
(Screenshot taken by Grace Owen, October 14, 2021.
https://www.ppic.org/interactive/2020-census-maps-californias-hard-to-count-commu
nities/)
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The booming logistics industry in San Bernardino has done nothing to help with the ozone
pollution. With the coming of large warehouses, also comes truck shipments, more air
flights, ships, and railroads. All these expose toxic chemicals to neighboring communities
and schools that have negative health problems on residents. “One study that examined
the health outcomes of children at two elementary schools—one located 500 meters
directly downwind from the San Bernardino Railyard, a major source of diesel emissions,
and another elementary school located seven miles west of the railyard—found that
students attending school near the railyard saw a 59 percent increase in reduced peak
expiratory flow, an indication of poor lung function.” (Zilliac, 2020). Communities have
tried to stop or at least distance the continuing construction of the logistics industry but
their attempts are often unsuccessful.

Figure 15. In San Bernardino county there is an 11.1% share of noncitizens. This map
demonstrates the percentages of the counties that have the most and least non citizens.
To help them with their status, they have put in a question for citizenship in 2020.
(Screenshot taken by Brianna Duarte, October 14, 2021.
https://www.ppic.org/interactive/2020-census-maps-californias-hard-to-count-commu
nities/)
Parents of Bloomington were upset to find out that the San Bernardino County Board of
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Supervisors granted permission for the construction warehouse right next to two
elementary schools. Parents became even more concerned when they found out the
Colton Unified School Board knew about the construction and approved of it. Why the
school board did not show more concern and did not have the full interest of the children,
the parents are still stumped by.

Figure 16. The state’s political representation depends on an accurate count, as does the
distribution of billions in federal funds for critical public investments and services. Many
California communities are vulnerable: about 75 percent of residents are considered
hard to count.
(Screenshot taken by Andrea Monzon-Calderon, October 14, 2021.
https://www.ppic.org/interactive/2020-census-maps-californias-hard-to-count-commu
nities/)
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4. STAKEHOLDER
ANALYSIS
Who is actually affected?
By: Grace Owen
The most prevalent stakeholders in San Bernardino County include the county residents,
elementary school kids, the Amazon industry, inmates, and the Global Climate Action
Summit. The county residents, most of which are Latino, are negatively affected by
pollution, especially those that live in low-income housing. In the event of a fast disaster,
low income housing is more likely to be more significantly damaged and also not receive
help as quickly (De La Cruz, 2019). Residents with large families in apartments would have
issues evacuating and they are probably very worried about needing to evacuate
especially if the Emergency Response Agency is not spreading information. Elementary
school kids are extremely susceptible to be disproportionately affected by pollution and
fast disasters due to their limited knowledge, mobility, and vulnerability (Case Study #1).
The Amazon industry has tons of warehouses set up in San Bernardino and though they
provide jobs it leads to pollution as well as mistreatment of workers (Levin 2021). Since
they are set up by people who don’t stay in the area, they lack consideration for the
negative effects the pollution will have on the people in the area. And since many people
are low income and Latinx, they expect them to not speak up to the injustice. In another
aspect, inmates in prison are extremely vulnerable to certain fast disasters. Though
prisons can also be used to protect citizens as they are built strongly, inmates are limited
under supervisors that might not act accordingly in an emergency if there are not plans in

22

place to protect the inmates (Case Study #1). In reference to the pollution, the Global
Climate Action Summit works globally in highly affected areas such as San Bernardino to
combat pollution and injustice that low-income and minority residents tend to face
(California Leads Fight to Curb Climate Change).
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5. STAKEHOLDER
ACTIONS
What have different stakeholder groups done (or not
done) in response to the problems in this case?
By: Jaejoon Shim
San Bernardino’s toxic chemical waste has continued for years and as it’s getting worse,
there are different stakeholders wanting to voice their opinions on this specific matter.
More than half the population of the Inland Empire resides near Amazon warehouses
located in San Bernardino county. They’ve been a part of the stakeholder group wanting
the warehouse companies out of Inland Empire, San Bernardino.
Although this town hasn’t been the major spotlight of attention of environmental injustice
due to location and the quality of life, it’s been getting several media attention lately as
San Bernardino ranked having the worst ozone pollution in the US in recent years, for
more than 100 days of ongoing emissions of toxic-related chemicals. (Davis, 2021). These
people have come together and formed many community leading campaigns, including
The People’s Collective for Environmental Justice, SB Airport Communities, and the
Center for Community Activism and Environmental Justice. Their goal is trying to limit
further expansion of warehouses and to reduce toxic wastes that are affecting people’s
health.
Local organizations around the area are indeed showing up to public hearings but it seems
like it is the government officials that these stakeholders need to convince in order to truly
see changes regarding the warehouse facility. It is even difficult for a city council member
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of San Bernardino to convince the other members that the warehouse facilities are
creating bad air quality. Ben Reyoso, a city council member of San Bernardino recently
said that many of his ideas projected towards helping the stakeholders were rejected by
other city council members who believed that these warehouses are benefiting them in
terms of the economy. He noted that there needs to be clearer voices and demonstrations
towards building a clean-air environment.
The other part of the stakeholder group is Amazon. Despite all the complaints and
protests to shut down their warehouses, Amazon is coming out saying that their
warehouse project has been successful in terms of economy. According to Amazon, they
have created thousands of more jobs for the people in the Inland Empire and thus
improving the economy by speeding up the delivery of goods. Also, Jeff Bezos, the CEO of
Amazon came out saying that he will donate 10 billion dollars to help the climate crisis
(Levin, 2021). Will this completely solve the problem? Even hundreds of diesel trucks that
come out of their warehouses play a significant factor in San Bernardino’s bad air quality
pollution. It seems like there needs to be a greater demonstration to actually see changes
from the Amazon warehouse group.
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6. ROLE OF MEDIA
AND BIG
ENVIRONMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS
Assessment of the media coverage San Bernardino
County’s Environmental quality receives
By: Samantha Rodarte
San Bernardino County has been given a failing grade for its environmental quality
multiple times in the past and has been titled as the county with the country’s worst ozone
pollution. However, the probability of this information reaching the general public
depends on the amount of media coverage and the involvement of large environmental
organizations.
A quick search on San Bernardino County’s air quality will occasionally provide us with
news reports and updates from the Los Angeles Times. Nevertheless, despite being a
leading news source for the Southern California area, finding information directly
associated with San Bernardino low air quality and the suffrage this has brought to
underprivileged citizens of the inland empire is challenging. When doing research on San
Bernardino County’s air quality, large news sources will only briefly mention this county
and almost never provide a full report. Although this is the case with media coverage, the
opposite can be said when it comes to government agencies or environmental groups.
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Some leading organizations provide daily research and reports on the county’s air quality
index, such as the American Lung Association, a leading organization dedicated to
research, education and advocacy (De La Cruz 2019). Another advocacy organization
known as the Union of Concerned Scientists has provided comparative research and
information that explains the suffrage of the underprivileged communities in San
Bernardino. “The West Side [of San Bernardino] is a largely working class, Latino
community. A recent analysis by the Union of Concerned Scientists found that Latinos in
California, compared to white residents, are exposed to particulate matter pollution that
is almost 40 percent higher on average. Even in the county with the highest ozone levels in
the country, the West Side has particularly bad air.” (Calma 2019). Local environmental
and protester groups have also played a great role in informing the community and
fighting air pollution (Calma 2019). When taking a look at the Wikipedia page pertaining
to San Bernardino County, we realize that it has very little information surrounding the
topic of environmental quality. Most of the information found on this site only focuses on
the neglect by the government and political figures when it comes to the environment, but
never actual statistics and research reports on the environmental quality that can help
inform the general public.

Although we take notice of the occasional poor media coverage on San Bernardino
County’s air pollution by eminent news sources, we quickly find that the gap that exists in
this source of media coverage can be fulfilled by advocacy organizations and
environmental groups that strive towards bettering the air quality in the inland empire
and across the nation.
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7. RECOMMENDED
LOCAL ACTIONS
What can we do as a community?
By: Xinyuan Ye
The air pollution in the Inland Empire is a result of many factors: geography, uneven
distribution of emission sources, and population growth. One of the main reasons for the
huge burden of air pollution in this area is largely due to environmental racism, where
low-income and minorities are being targeted. While this is a systemic issue that can only
be properly addressed through government and state policy, there are still local actions
that the community can take to lessen the burden for everyone.
There are multiple community lead campaigns that address the poor air pollution and aim
to restore the air quality in the Inland Empire. San Bernardino Airport Communities is a
local coalition of residents who are fighting for community benefits that guarantee good
jobs for local residents and mitigation against the harm that the air and noise pollution
causes (Roach 2020). This is an important step to take, because a big part of the fight is
harm reduction for those who are affected most. The first step to fighting environmental
racism is making sure that those who are affected get more help and are given more
resources. Another community campaign is the People’s Collective for Environmental
Injustice, a group that aims to “advance collective resistance, power and support to fight
against pollution, exploitation and existential threats to life – building for the health,
wellbeing and self-reliance of the Inland Empire that uproots white supremacy and the
reigning hegemonic extractive systems (Roach 2020).” Their main mission is to fight
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injustice that is rooted in historical struggle. Lastly, a local action being taken is by the
South Coast Air Quality Management District by publishing data about air quality and the
negative health effects it has (Levin 2021). They are a local air pollution regulatory agency
and they are proposing new warehouse restrictions that would require new and existing
warehouses to take actions each year to reduce emissions locally. They would do this by
using zero-emission trucks or pay a mitigation fee (Levin 2021).
In the end, these local actions may not be able to solve the entire problem of air pollution
in the Inland Empire, but it is necessary to begin somewhere. By trying to mitigate some of
the harms locally, the residents and community members may be able to see some
improvements in their lives while waiting on the government and policy makers to take
action.
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8. RECOMMENDED
EXTRA-LOCAL
ACTIONS
How can our government help fight against this
injustice?
By: Frank Liu
Our state and national government has implemented different acts in the past such as,
The Pollution Act of 1990 or The Toxic Substance Control Act. However, it proves to be
not as effective today, with many industrial facilities within the area of schools and
low-income homes, the constant amount of chemicals being output, childrens and adults
will be exposed to possible health risks. At least one of every 3 school children attend a
school within the vulnerable zone of hazardous chemical facilities. Both parents and
teachers have no idea they and their students are at risk. According to the article, “Kids in
Danger Zones”, “The company holds 2 million pounds of chlorine gas for use in
manufacturing bleach. Contact with chlorine gas produces the same effects as when it was
used as a chemical weapon in World War I: burning of skin and eyes, respiratory damage,
and even death” (2). There are many more toxic facilities that emit similar produce such as
chlorine gas. Our state and national government can enforce stricter laws and regulations
that can help benefit the population. These options include having facilities use alternative
safer chemicals. The most commonly used chemical is chlorine gas which is known to be
extremely toxic and is being used by 60% of the bleach manufacturing and water and
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wastewater plants. There are companies who have already started working using a
different solution “The Blue Plains water treatment plant that serves Washington, DC
switched from chlorine gas to liquid bleach shortly after the 9/11 terrorist attacks and
reduced the risk to 1.7 million people'' (Kids in Danger Zones, 3). Furthermore, having
facilities to reduce the toxins being used can shrink the vulnerability zones. They could
“produce and ship their products in smaller batches instead of accumulating large
quantities on worksites near major population centers” (Kids in Danger Zones, 3). The
need to take action now is needed to prevent a major chemical disaster from possibly
happening. Workers ranging from a long list, different important communities, big
businesses, and government itself face severe potential costs to life, health, and finances
from chemical hazards that are often unnecessary. The federal policies have missed many
opportunities to better improve safety and security by simply just removing avoidable
hazards. Several millions of Americans can be potentially harmed by being around these
hazardous facilities. However there are still solutions that can be implemented that will
help alleviate the current situation. According to “Who’s in Danger Report” making sure
that information on chemical hazards are widely available. This ensures that “workers,
communities, and government at all levels are fully informed and actively engaged in
prevention planning” (5). Additionally, the government should end policies that subsidized
the danger, while “existing patchwork chemical safety and security requirements are
complete, comprehensive, up to date, and mutually reinforcing” (Who’s in Danger Report,
6).
The Bhopal Disaster 30 years ago, the potential for toxic disaster has been neglected. The
lives of millions of Americans that are disproportionately in race (black and latinos) and
low-income families live in this condition everyday with possibilities of their life being in
danger. Some companies have pushed for safer alternatives methods, there are still plenty
of facilities who haven't yet reached that point. Dangerous chemical companies should be
restricted from being close to the major areas where there is a higher population. Having
the chemical companies be set up further from the main population would greatly reduce
the health risk to the population. Enforcing these regulations would not only greatly

32

benefit San Bernardino County but also any other states with similar problems that need
to be addressed.
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9. RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR FUTURE
RESEARCH
Who is underrepresented?
By: Grace Owen
Since San Bernardino is mostly made up of minorities and low-income residents,
sometimes there is insufficient data to represent and survey the issues surrounding the
population. Concerning the census for example, minorities are much more likely to be left
out which causes misrepresentation (2020 Census Maps: California’s Hard to Count
Counties). There needs to be more effort to make sure demographics are accurate as
possible as well as more research on how pollution and low-income housing poses threats
to the population. It would be beneficial to attempt to survey people about their proximity
to Amazon warehouses and housing conditions, such as how many people in one
household and their space and ability to evacuate if necessary. It would be important to
research how Emergency Responders and messaging systems can reach more people,
such as those with little access to the internet and resources. Studies could help show the
inequity between ethnicities and background as well as the level of preparedness of
households across San Bernardino. A research proposal could be: How prepared for
emergencies are individuals and families in San Bernardino County? And research could
be conducted in the form of surveys and data collection and analysis. It would be crucial to
investigate Emergency messaging systems’ extent of focus and attention for this issue.
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10. INJUSTICE ANALYSIS
How well do people know about the environmental
injustices in their community?
By: Andrea Monzon-Calderon
How educated are the residents of San Bernardino? Sadly, many are uneducated on the
environmental hazards surrounding them or fail to even realize what the environmental
hazards are. According to NBC news, in their article, "'Treated like sacrifices': Families
breathe toxic fumes from California's warehouse hub." (Solon, Gloser 2021) In San
Bernardino there has been a rise in the amount of Amazon facilities which includes high
traffic of trucks coming in and out of the warehouse to deliver packages, although only
few are educated on what is unhealthy for the residents, Jorge Osvaldo Heredia feels as if
the local politicians aren't hearing their concerns. This is an epistemic injustice as the
residents are trying to prove their proof and evidence, but they are only not being heard .
It is common knowledge that those who are not as economically fortunate tend to live in
the polluted areas since the rent and mortgages seem to be cheaper, this comes with air
pollution, trash pollution, and the area being more industrial and less green. This only
causes more and more factories for pollutants to be created which is not only an economic
injustice but a health injustice as the pollutants are creating health issues for the
residents. The Daily Press' article titled, "San Bernardino County air quality receives a
failing grade." (De La Cruz 2019) states "over 90% of Californians live in areas affected by
unhealthy conditions at some point during the year." According to the article, 2.1 million
residents already are suffering with other illnesses including asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disorder, lung cancer, cardiovascular disease, and diabetes, just to name a few.
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This is an issue in less polluted areas, the residents wouldn't suffer with these many
illnesses. There is a chance that future generations will be impacted by these
environmental hazards because although it is said that efforts are being made to make the
communities more eco-friendly, it is seen in higher-earning areas, rather than areas that
are struck with poverty. Therefore, there may be a difference for the richer areas so to
speak, but those less fortunate have the possibility that the future generations will grow
up with pollution as well which is a racial injustice. We've seen that mostly the only reason
the communities are on the news is if a natural disaster occurs, like the wildfires that
occurred in 2020. These environmental hazards have affected people of color as they are
the ones usually in the lower income communities.
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